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Introduction

This Diary summarises the legislative and administrative changes made in the social
policy field by the Commonwealth Government during 1989, It provides a ready
reference for research workers, and can also be used as a succinet and factual
account of policy during the year. ‘The chief sources of information for entries are
departmental press releases, annual veports, the Budget Papers and Budget Relat-
ed Papers for the year.

‘The Diary follows the format of the ‘diaries’ prepared by Helen Ferber of the
Institute of Apyiied Economic and Social Research and published in R.B. Scotton
and Helen Ferber (Eds), Public Expenditure and Social Poliey in Australia (£ volumes,
Melbourne, Longman Cheshire, 1978 and 1980). These two volumes covered the
years 1972 1o 1978. Events for the calendar year 1979 were recorded in supple-
ments in the first three issues of the present series. For references to general
economic policy or puiitical events the reader is referred to the ‘Diary of Recent
Economic Events and Policy Statements’ included in cach issue of the Australian
Economic Review, and to the ‘Political Review' in cach issue of the Awstralian
Quarterly.

‘The ftirst Diary in the present series covered events tor the calendar year 1980).
Subsequent editions have been published for the years 1981, 1982, 1984, 1984,
198586, and 1986—87, copies of which can be obtained from the Au.slruliun Insti-
tute of Family Studies and the Social Policy Kesearch Centre.

To maititain consistency with earlier Diary editions topies of focus for this edition
have been selected from a number of Commonwealth portfolios: Social Security
(Department of Social Security); Community Services, Hcalth, and Housing
(Department of Community Services and Health): Employment and ‘Training, and
Education (Department of Employment, kducation and Training): and, Immigra-
tion (Department of hnmigration, Local Government and Ethnic Aftairs).

Editing and book production of this issue were the responsibility of Deborah
Whithear and Allyson Trainor of the Australian Institute of Family Studies. Indi-
vidual contributions from members of the three rescarch institutes and for the fivst
time, from the Bureau of Immigration Research, are gratefully acknowledged.

Don Edgar
Australian Institute of Family Studies

Peter Brain
National Institute of Economic and Industry Research

Peter Saunders
Sadial Policy Research Centre



Social Security — 1989

Compiled by Diana Encel
Social Policy Research Centre

Family Allowance and Family
Allowance Supplement

1 January 1989: As announced in the May 1988
Economic Statement, Family Allowance Supple-
ment (FAS) payments became subject 1o an assets

test from this date. FAS entitlement in respect of

any child who has eligible taxable income in excess
of the tax free threshold ceased. The child con-
tinues to be counted in assessing allowable income
for FAS purposes. Allowable income is now
indexed.

12 April 1989: 1t wasannounced in the April Eco-
nomic Statement that Family Allowance vates will
increase 1o $9 per week for cach of e first
3 children and $12 per week for cach addirional
child from July 1989, ‘I'he institutional rate will be
$12. FAS rates will increase for 13—15 vear olds to
$34.10. It was also announced that the Family
Allowance vate will be indexed for the Gonsumer
Price Index December 1988—hune 1989, from
January 1990, Each January thereafier it will he
indexed in line with the Consumer Price Index for
the previous vear, ‘The 1989 threshold for receiv-
g maximum payments is $53 550 for one child
and an additional $2678 for cach further child.
Family Allowance will not be paid for children
under 16 in full-time jobs from January 1990,

18 May 1989: From this date, payment of Family
Allowance ceases once a parent or child has been
temporarily overseas for three years, Payment will
not be restored unless both the parent and child
return to Australia, lodge a claim and then meet
the usual conditions of eligibility.

1 July 1989: 1If the income of a Family Allowance
recipient is 25 per cemt less than income in the
previous financial year, that person's vate of family
allowance can be reassessed on the basis of current
income,

15 August 1989: "I'hc (9891990 Budget made
changes to the conditions of cligibility for FAS.

From December 1989 FAS will become payable if

the family’s income has not dropped by 25 per cem
but is likely to be below the FAS income thresh-
old in the current fimancial year. From January
1990, families receiving FAS under the 95 per cent
reduction rule will retain their current entitlement
where this would make them better of f than under
Q
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an assessment according to their taxable income
for 1988-89,

From December 1989 parents receiving Austudy
or similar payments, who do not qualify for FAS
for their children because of the FAS income test,
will be paid FAS at the maximum rate, subject o
the FAS assets test,

From January 1990 a lump sum bereavement pay-
ment will be made 10 families, including sole
parents, upon the death of a child for whom addi-
tic nal pension or benetit or FAS was payable,
From October 1989 a sample review will be under-
taken of Family Allowance recipiemts, o verify
taxable income,

From November 1989 parents of children who
receive a formal training allowance will no longer
he eligibic for family payments for those children.
Fromt January 1990 eligibility for Family Alow-
ance: FAS and additional pension or benefit wili
cease on the sixteenth birthday of a student child
except where the ehild is not antitled to Austudy
oranother prescribed education scheme payment.
Improved advice will be provided 1o parents of
students about to turn 16, about Austudy benefis
and application requiremens.

Services for Children

1 January 1989: Responsibility for the income
assessiment of applicants for child ce fee relief
was passed from the Department of Community
Services and Health o the Department of Social
Security,

13 December 1989: ‘I'hc Prime Minister has
announced a special Federal-State committee 1o
examine ways of improving the effectiveness of
services for children. The committee will be con-
vened by the Minister for Social Services, it will

hold its first meeting in January 1990, and repont

to the next Premier's conference in mid 19490,

Youth

1 January 1989: T'he rate of Young Homeless
Allowance (YHA) was inercased o $27.85 per
week. (This antount has previously been reported
asa sum added to the Job Search Allowance (JSA).
In the last Diary it is recorded that the YHA would
increase o $81.40 per week, while the JSA would
be $53.55 from December 1988, The difference —
$27.85 — is now recorded as the YHA)) The Aus-
tudy supplement was increased.

22 February 1989: "I'hc Minister for Social Seen-
rity, the Minister for Housing and the Minister for
Employment and Education Services weleomed
the release of the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity. Gommission (Burdekin) Report —
Our Homeless Children. “I'he report will be referred

7
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for consideration to the Youth Social Justice steer-
ing committee which was established in 1988,

15 August 1989: ‘The Govermment released the
publication Towards Social Justice for Young Aus-
tralians. a 1989=90 Budget Statement, in which it
details its initiatives. An additional $100 million
will be spent on programs for voung Australians
over the next four vears. Over this period $5.5
million will be used for assistance 1o resolve yoting
people’s problems and help them stay at home;
$10 million will be used to inerease medinm- and
long-term accommodation capacity $17 million
will be made avaitable under the Snpported
Accommodation Assistance Program. The YHA
and related Austdy payments will be increased by
$7.50 in January 1990 and will e indexed
amually: the waiting period for YHA will be abol-
ished or reduced; a new independent JSA at the
higher YHA level will be available for voung peo-
ple who have cearly established independence
from their parents; the minimmm rate JSA ($25
per week) will he indexed from January 1990; a
$15 per week living-away from home allowaimee
will be available for unemployed 16 and 17 year-
olds who leave home to attend short training
courses. Measires to improve participation in edu-
cation for especially disadvantaged young people
indude $7.5 million over three vears (with State
matching funds) for government schools with tow
secemdary retention vates and more than $2 mil-
lion over two vears to upgrade hostel facilities for
rural secondary students living away from home.
‘These will be complemented by a major new Abo-
riginal and “Torres Strait Iskn.der Education Policy
aimed at achieving equity in access and participa-
tion at all levels of education. ‘The budget also
makes provision for the upgrading of labour mar-
ket assistance for long term unaiploved and other
disadvantaged vouth. Over four vears, 37 million
will be available to fund immovative community-
based health services for homeless young people.
Twenty new Yourh Access Centres (YAGs)y will be
established 1o provid  better access to relevan
information and sarvices.

Pension and Benefit Rates

1 January 1989: A double rate of iitial special
benetit is now payable 10 certain ex-prisoners on
their release.

12 April 1989: 1t was anmounced in the April Eco
nomic Statement that by 1990 phased changes to
indexation will result in pension inereases being
paid 12 weeks carlier than they are now. Family
Allowance. Mother's’Guardian's Allowance, Child
Disability Allowance, Multiple Birth Payments and
Double Orphan's Pension will be indexed from

Jamuary 1990 in line with Consmmer Price Index
rises.

19 April 1989: The Minister for Soctal Security
ammomnced that the next indexation of pensions
and benetits will take place as scheduled in June,
From 22 June 1989, the single rate of pension will
inerease to $268.40 per fortight. Pensions paid to
couples will increase to $430.80 per fortnight,
combined. Unemployment, sickness and special
benelit rates will increase as follows: unemploy-
ment and sickness beuetit for single adults without
childven, o $241.30 per fortmight; for single
adults with one child under 13, to $330.40 per
fortnight; for married couples, to $430.80 com-
bined per fortnight. Unemployment, sickness and
special benetits, Job Search Allowance and Young
Homeless Allowance for vounger people  will
yemain at current vates until b Janary 1990.
Additional pension and benetit for children aged
13 to 15 will increase from $62 to $68.20 per tort-
night in July, as announced in the April Economic
Statement.

15 August 1989: Improved assistance for the
older unemployed ammounced in- the 1989-90
Budget will provide an increase ot abuont 811 per
week in o unemplovment,  sickness and special
benefit rates Tor single people, aged 60-64 vears.
who have been receiving benefit for six months or
more. Detaiting measures in the newly released
Government document Better Incomes; Retivement
Incame Policy into the Next Centioy, the Minister tor
Social Security mmounced that Age Pensioners
will receive a special $2 per week inerease (single)
or $3.20 (pensioner couples) from April 1990, to
he paid on top of indexation.

13 November 1989: "I'he Minister for Social Secu-
rity announced that pension and benetit rate
increases will be paid in November, four weeks
carlier than previously, as the first pmt of the
three-stage plan amounced in the April Economic
Statement, to bring forward indexation adjust-
ments by a total of twelve weeks. Pensions to be
paid trom 23 November are as follows: maxunmum
yate for single pensioners with no childven will vise
10 $267.20 per formight; the married rare will rise
o $445.50 (combined). Unemploviment, sickness
andt special benefit 1o be paid from 15 November
1989 will bring the rate for a single person, 21 or
over, to $249.50 per fortnight and for maried
couples to $445.40 per tormight. The nextindexa-
tion rise will be paid in April 1990 while the final
stage of the reform will be made in September
1990, From 1991 indexation adjustments will be
made in March and September of each year. Gou-
ples will e paid at the single rate of pension where
one or both enter approved respite care for at keast
14 days.

8




Entitiement to Soclal Security
Benefits and Penslons, Including
income and Assets Tests

I January 1989: The allowable free area used in
caleulating the “adjusted paremal income’ for
parental income test purposes was increased from
$16.000 to $16950. h will be indexed anmually on
I January in cach year in line with average weekly
carnings.

I February 1989: From this date people seeking
to continue to veceive payment of an Australian
- pension overseas for more than six months are
required 1o obtain a pre-departire certificate
before leaving Australia.

The unemployment benefit work test was amend-
ed. Beneficiaries may undertake certain full-time
training courses and/or voluntary work approved
by the Commonwealth Employment Service, for a
total period of three weeks a vear, withou losing
benefit. “The waiting period for Unemploymem

Benehit was waived for people who, at the time of

their last Unemployment Benetit pavment, had

been on benetit continonsly for a period of

12 months and who were in receipt of Unemploy-
ment Benefit within three months of their currem
claim. Beneficiaries who had been on benefit for o
continuous period of at least 12 months became
entitled 1o an employment entry pavment of $100
on stavting full-time permanent work. ‘I'he pay-
ment is also available to spouses of unemployment
beneficiaries in certain conditions. "I'he se changes
are assoctated with NEWSTAR'T initiatives.

I March 1989: Class A Widow's Pension and Sup-
porting Parent’s Benefit were replaced by the Sole
Parent’s Pension. “This is now available 1o people
with substantial care and control of a child. al-
though not legal custody. Class C Widow's Penion
was replaced by a Widowed Person’s Allowance.
The allowance may be granted 1o a person who
was i married person inmediately before the
spouse died, and who has no qualifving child for
sole parent’s pension purposes. The allowance is
payable for up to 12 weeks from the date of the
spouse’s death.

12 April 1989: It was announced in the April Eco-
nomic Statement that front | july 1989 improved
Work “Fest provisions will result in suspension or
cancellation of benefit following GES interviews
with clients who fail to comply. CES registered cli-
ents must seekfaccept any part-time, casual or tem-
porary work outside their usual occupation during
the first 6 weeks. Clients win be expected to com-
mine from one centre to another in search of work
if itis usual for other workers in the sume occupa-
tional group in the area to do so. Frony | Septem-
ber 1989 uneniployment and sickness benefits will

ERIC
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be deferred for a maximum of 4 weeks for clients
receiving payments for unused annual leave. This
will be on top of the usual one week waiting
period.

Saoctal Security Act amendments will be made 10
clarify factors constituting a de facto relationship.
19 April 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Social Security
announced increased allowable asset levels for the
assets test for people on Unemplovment Beneit,
aged 25 and over, and for pensioners, to take
affect in June 1989,

27 June 1989: A person having a disabled child
may qualify for Child Disability Allowance where

-care is being provided for that child, on a daily

basis. by the person’s spouse.

15 August 1989: Morc cffective administration of
the unemployment benefit system and greater
incentives to work were announced as part of the
F989-90 Budger. T'he Department of Social Secu-
rity (DSS) will have better access to CES infor-
NIAtoN N carrying out its review activities from

January 1990, From November 1989 unemploy-

nent and sickness benefit will not be paid unless a
tax file number has been supplied 10 DSS. In-
creased  work test penalties will apply from
Noventber 1989 1o people who move 10 arcay of
low employment opportumity, and improved pro-
cedures will be introduced for itinevams. An extra
10 mobile review teams will be added 10 the 19
existing teams from January 1990, focussing on
those who have been receiving Unemplovment
Benetit for three vears or more, A special nnail
review of all Unemplovment Beneit clients after
3 months on benefit ar * intensive interviews for
about 10 per cent of these clients will be intro-
duced in February 1990,

From September 1990 conples receiving Unemploy-
ment Benefit will be allowed to carn an extra $15
per week from part time or casual cmployment, in
addition to the $30 per week couples are already
able 1o receive in extra income without affecting
their benetie.

FThe Minister for Social Security released the Goy-
cernment document Better Incomes: Retiroment Income
Policy in the Next Centwry. Mcasures announced
inchide concessional treatment under the pension
inconie test of income received from certain sources.
to allow pensioners 1o receive higher incomes
while retaining their full pension. From November
I989 increased access o savings through honie
equity conversion will not count for the income
test. From: April 1990 provision will be nnade to
disregard that part of the annuity payment which
is @ refund of the after tx purchase price and
pensioners will be able to acerue more income from
the carnings credit scheme. The pension inconie
test free area will be indexed annually from July

9
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1991 on the basis of the Consumer Price Index for
the 12 months ending in March cach year. The
1989-90 Budget included a Bereavement Package
with provisions to improve assistance to pension-
ers’ spouses and carers.

9 October 1989: The Minister for Social Security
ammounced the introduction of legistation into Par-
tiament which will provide clear guidelines to allow

sole parents to show that they ave not living ina de

facto refationship. ‘The sole parent pensioner will
be asked to provide information to the Depart-
ment of Social Security in written form. Home
interviews will not be necessary m most cases.

"The four week period of grace for people leaving
study to register with the CES s to be removed.
December 1989: Entitlement and medical reviews
will be held for people who have been on Special
Benehit for one and to years. The Job Search
Allowance activity test is to be improved, adopting
the changes introduced for Unemployment Benefit
recipients in July.

Soclal Security Information and
Services

January 1989: The Telephone Information Pro-
gram (T1P) was introduced. 1t is a multilingual
telephone service, enabling immigrants to obtain
social security information by telephone in their
preferred kinguage, using a toll-free namber,
The Migrant Liaison Officer Program was intro-
duced.  Migrant Liaison Ofticers work  with
immigrant - communities  to - develop networks
through which social security information: can he
disseminated.

Mobile benefits delivery teams were set up.
February 1989: A promotional campaign accom-
panicd the introduction of the fabour market pro-
gram, NEWSTARL.

24 April 1989: "I'he Minister for Social Security
suggested that migrants use TP to assist them
with questions arising from the survey of pension-
ers horn overseas which will check their cligibility
for a foreign pension. The survey was announced
in the April Economic Statement.

22 June 1989: T'he Minister for Social Security
launched a new newspaper, Age Pemion News, a
farge format broadsheet using kurge print, to be
produced by the DSS, carrying social security
information.

30 June 1989: A promotional campaign accom-
panied the taunch of the labour market program,
JET.

15 August 1989: ‘T'he Minister for Social Security
released Better Incomes: Retirement Income Policy inlo
the Next Century, as part of the 1988-89 Budget. It
includes details of a range of new and upgraded
independent fimancial and information services

10

to be established for pensioners. The Budget
includes anmouncement of the National Clearing-
house on Pensioner Investment to commence
operation in January 1990, coordinated by the
Australian  Finandial - Counselling  and - Credit
Reform Assoctation,

‘The Budget also provides for twenty new Youth
Access Centres (YACs) to provide better aceess to
yelevant information and sevvices.

1 November 1989: A new Financial Infosmation
Service for Pensioners (FISP), anmounged in the
Budget, began  operation. (It was officially
launched by the Minister for Social Security on
8 November 1989.) In addition to supplying infor-
mation about  pensions and  benelits, fringe
benefits, income and asset tests, the pensioners
carnings  credit scheme,  direct and managed
investiments as they aftect pension:, benelits or tax,
the service will have available information from
the Australian ‘Taxation Office so that relevant tax
queries ¢ also be answered through FISP. The
Government has alloeated $1 million for the
expansion of financial casclling services.

Reciprocity

15 January 1989: "Talks arc to be held on the pos-
sibility of a reciprocal social security agreement
with the Netherlands. The Minister for Social
Security, announcing the tatks, explained the pro-
cess used by Australia in developing such agree-
ments, stressing the importance of consultations
with the Dutch community in Australia.

15 February 1989: lalks were announced with a
delegation from ‘Turkey to begin  pretiminary
discussions about a rveciprocal social secority
agreement.

24 February 1989: A delegation £, i the Depart-
ment of Social Security visited Dublin to begin
talks to examine the possibility of a social security
agreement between Australia and Ireland.

12 April 1989: The April Economic Statement
inclucles an anmonncement that the Department of
Social Security will conduct a mail survey to
remind pensioners born overseas that they may be
cligible for a pension from their country of origin
and to seek details of any pension income received
from overseas.

1 September 1989: I'h¢ reciprocal sodial security
agreement with Camada came into effect.

Labour Market Programs

1 February 1989: The Government introduced
the NEWSTART strategy to help people aged
between 21 and 54 who have been on Unemploy-
ment Benefit for 12 months or more to get work.
NEWSTART involves close co-operation between
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the Department of Social Security (DSS) and (he
Department of - Employment, Education  and
Training (DEE'D), combining tansition-to-work
incentives and increased labour market assistance.
March 1989: The jobs, Education and Traiving
(JET) program is being phased in over two VOIS,
JET is a voluntary program designed 1o encourage
sole parent pensioners into employment by pro-
viding initiatives across three departnents -—— 1SS,
DEET and the Department of Community Ser-
vices and Health (DSCH). JF'T was Gumnched
nationally on 30 June 1989,

I5 August 1989: T'he Minister for Socigl Security
and Minister Assisting the Frime Minister for
Social Justice, the Minister for Community Sep-
vicesand Healthand the Minister for Eniployment
and Education Services jointly wnmounced in the
Budget a series of pilot projects aimed i assessing
the best ways of encouraging and assisting people
with disabilities into the workforee, 10 be condue-
el over the next 12 months, ‘fhe projects will coss
about $2 willion. Exura funds will also be made
available 10 increase the recruitment of people
with disabilities into the public service,

The budget also included announcement of plans
to upgrade labour nurket assistinee 1o long term
nuemployed and  other disadvamtaged  youth.
There will be a program of joint DSS/IGES inter-
views and transition to work incentives for unem-
ployed 1617 year olds who are long erm Job
Search Allowance recipiews: extension of NEW-
START 10 18-20 year olds: and an extra $10
million over 4 years for a new program 1o help
especially disadvantaged young people gain access
to kibour market programs.

The Government also wmounced fabour market
mitiatives for job-seckers aged 55—-64, 10 begin in
Januwary 300, Three new interview/counsedling/
referral procedures involving the CES, DSS and
community organisations will he triatled: access to
JOBSTART, JOBTRAIN and Skillshare vrograms
will be avaifable for people in this age group with-
out 6 months unemployment; more places will be
provided under the New Entevprise Incentive
Scheme to help older unemployed people set up
their own  businesses; len-ihier time will be
allowed in full time training, part-time or yohin-
tary work without effect on Unemployment Beneit.

Banks Code of Operation

28 March 1989: ‘I'hc Minister for Social Security
announced  that negotiations now  under Wiy
would limit rather
financial iustitutions to social seaurity paviments, A
Code of Conduct is expected 1o be fimalised afier a
meeting between welfare, hink, credit snd build-
ing society representatives in April,
Q
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7 April 1989: The Minister for Sodial Sec urity
welcomed the outcome of discussions on a1 code of
operation for the social security divect depasit
scheme. Financial ivstitwions agreed o withhokd
no more than 10 per cent of social security
payments in cases where a debt arose 10 the
mstitution,

Taxation

12 April 1989: It was aunounced in the April
Economic Statement that sole parents in the work-
force will beneiir from an increase in the Sole
Parent Rebate in the wx system. The rebate will
merease by $160 o $940 per year and witl be
imdexed ammally in line with Consumer Price
Index movenents. ‘The Government annonnced
its commitment to making the pension income test
iree area 100 per cem tax free. In this linancial
year, single pensioners will be able 1o cun $95 per
week and not pay any tax. In Juiy 1990, this
amount will be increased w0 $40 per week, the
same amount as the pension income test free area,
For maried pensioners the amount is $35 per
week cach. “The ucome test free aren will be
indexed from July 1991 on the basis of the Con.
sumer Price Index for the 12 months ending in
March cach vear. The income test free avea will
repunn tax free,

15 August 1989: [fic 1989-90 Budget, accom-
panied by the refease of the document Better
Lucomes: Retivement Income Policy into the Noxt Contue-
. detailed chinges to allow for improved imtegra-
ton of the social security and raxation systems,
From 1995, no age pensioner will Pity any income
tax. whether they receive a full or part rate
pension,

30 December 1989: Special Benefit available 10
those severely affected by the Neweastle carth-
(quake will be exempt trom txation for the first
two weeks.

Child Suppcort
15 April 1989: All custodial parents who haye

a registered court order or agreement can now
use the Government’s Child Support Agencey to
ensure regular collection of v =intemance. Al non-
peusionersheneliciaries who obtitin an order afier
I5 April must cither apply to the Ageney for it to
collect that order or notify the Agencey that they
wish to opt out of the Child Support Agency
collection,

16 April 1989: The Minister for Social Sceurity
anmnounced that additional legal aid funds will be
niade available 1o help custodial parents obtain
maintenance orders, hoth through existing legul
aid agencies and through other, mnovative se, -
vices designed for the purposc.

11
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12 May 1989: The Governuent announced tha
the starting date of Stage 2 of the Child Support
Scheme is to be postponed from 1 July 1989 to
1 October 1989 becanse ot delrys in legislative
changes.

1 June 1989: Legislation to establish Stage 2 of the
Child Suppont Scheme was introduced into Parlia-
meni today. Those 10 be covered are parents who
have a chitd boriton or after 1 October 1984 and
parents who separate on or after that date. The
schemie will replace court-based assessments with
an adiminisirative formula to determine child sup-
port ianovnts. The rights of parents to reach their
OWILIEECCIMEItS O to g0 to conrt, are retained.
The formuku is based on payment of i percentege
of the non-custodial parents’” income, varving
according to the mumber of children to be sup-
ported, and caleulated after taking into account
the income of the enstodial parent, when it is more
than average weekly carnings, plus an amount for
child care costs. A setamount of the income of the
non-custodial parent will be ‘protected” o allow for
self-=supportand the support of children inamew’
family. The protected amomns, or ‘exemplion,
levels' will be Ticked to pension amounts.

6 September 1989: A new Child Support Evahia-
tion Advisory Group has been appointed to moni-
tor the implementation and evahuation of Stage 2
of the Child Support Ageney. 1t will take over the
fimctions of the Child  Support Consultative
Gronp.

1 October 1989: "T'he second stage of the Chikd
Support Scheme came into foree.

Fringe Benefits, Rent Assistance

13 June 1989: The maximum rate of rent assis-
tance paid to families with dependent children or
students. on pension, benefit or FAS was increased
from $30 to $40 per fortnight. as was amounced
in the previous budget. Fhe rent threshold. that is.
the minimum amount of rent people have to pay
in order to be eligible for rent assistance, was in-
creased by $5 to $20 per week. People who acquive
a vight or interest in retivement village accommo-
dation for more than the additional amonnt of
assets @ non-homeowner could have without the
vate of pension being affected under the assets
test, is taken to be a homeowner., and is incligible
for rent assistance. Where board or lodging is paid
and the amount paid for lodging as distinct from
board could not be ascertained, only two-thirds of
the total amommt paid will be taken to be rent for
the purposes of assessing rent assistance. For ex-
prisoners the waiting period for rent assistance
which applies to unemployment and sickness bene-
ficiaries without children will be waived or reduced
by the length of time spencin detention.

1

15 August 1989: 1t was announced in the 19%89-
90 Rudget that unemployment and special Eenefit
recipients aged 60-64 vears will be entitled to a
Health Benetit Card providing fiee pharmacen-
ticals and telephone rental and other concessions,
after 12 months o benefit, “ihere will be immedi-
ate entitlement to rent assistance for beneficiaries
without dependent children. From June 1990
those who have been receiving Unemployment
Benefit or the Sole Parent Pension for 12 months
or more will be entitled to fringe benefits for six
months after going back into full time employ-
ment. Rent assistance will inerease by 85 per week
in December 1989 and by a further $5 per week in
September 1990 for all categories of recipients.
From March 1991 rent assistance will be indexed
cach 6 months.

13 November 1989: "I'he Minister for Social Sean-
rity anmounced increases in fringe benefit fimits
for pensioners to come into ~ffect this month. For
single pensioners fringe benefits will cut out when
income apart from pension reaches $182 per fort-
night and for married conples the limit will be
$312 (combined). a rise in cach case of $6.00 a
person per fortight.

Social Policy Research Centre

19 May 1989: A new agreement to provide con-
tinned funding for the University of New Sonth
Wales' Social Weltare Research Centre has been
signed, the Minister for Social Secarity annonnced
to day. The Centre will be renamed the Social Poli-
cv Research Centre (SPRC) and wiil be funded for
5 years from Jamary 1990

Australian Institute of Family Studies

5 July 1989: The Minister for Social Seenrity
announced that the Australian Institnee of Famiky
Studies (ATES) will become pant of the Social Secu-
rity portfolio.

Bereavement Package

15 August 1989: I'rom Ja.nary 1990 a pensioner
whose pensioner spouse dies will be entitled to
receive special bereavement payments for the next
seven fortmghtly pension pavdays, set at the same
total pension vate that the conple was receiving
before the death, Three options will e available
for method of pavment, involving receiving the
payment as pension or in a lump sum. The new
bercavement measures will amalgamate the onr-
rent Fimeral benefit and the Special Temporary
Allowance. From January 1990 the estate of a sin-
gle pensioner will be entitled to the next pension
payment, to compensate for the absorption of
Funeral Benefit. From January 1990 payments to
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the carer of a severely handicapped age or invalid
pensioner who veceives a carer’s pension will be
maintained for seven paydays (14 weeks) after the
death of the pensioner being cared for, Sole par-
ent pensioners whose only qualifying child dies
will similarly cetain cligibility for the pension. A
lump sum bereavemen® pavinent will be made to
familics, including sole pavents, upon the death of
a child for whom additional pension or benefit or
Family Allowance Supplement was payable, cqual
toall social security pavments that wonld otherwise
have been made tor that child during the 14 weeks
after death.

Overpayment and Debt Recovery

September 1989: I'he Department of Social Secu-
rity will e able 10 use its garnishee powers to
recover overpayments carlier than previously, A
portion of the overpayients may be waived if a3
acceptable lump sunis vepaid immediately in fall.

Assistance for Newcastle

30 December 1989: ‘I'hc acting Minister for Social
Security announced that special assistance for pen-
ple severely affected by the Newcastle carthquake
will be made available under  Social Security
arrangements for natural disasters. Special Benefit
will be paid 1o people without paid leave entitle-
ments in-certain: civcumstances; there will be no
waiting period and the benefit is tax free for the
first two wecks.

Social Security Review

During 1989, four background/discussion papers
were published, titled: Veterans of Labour, Veterans
of War: Commonmwealth Payments to the Aged, 1909~
1987 My Family is Depending on Me: A Study of the
Barriens to Employment Faced by Unemploed Couples
with Childven; Discowraged Workers: A Study of Long-
term Unemployment and  Sickness Benefictaries Aged
A5=54: Lone Parent — aud Wage Earner? Enploy-
ment Prospects of Sole Pavent Pensioners.
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Community Services
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Compiled by Lynn Sitsky
Social Policy Research Centre

Home and Community Care

February 1989: Production and distribution of «
multi-lingual Home and Commmity Care (HACC)
information pamphlet 1o enconvage greater nse of
Domiciliary Nurvsing Care Benefit,

22 March 1989: 'I'hc Report of the First Triennial
HACC Review, chaired by Dr Peter Sannders,
Social Policy Research Centre, was endorsed at the
Health Ministers' Conference, Burnie, "Tasmania.
Work is continiing on the implementation of it
recommendations which were aimed at nproving
the program’s vesponsiveness 1o clients' needs,
mcluding: restrmctuving of HACC Advisory Com-
mittees and the development of State Strategic
Plans; the development of standards for assess-
ment of individual needs for HAGC services: and
4 strategy to provide equitable aceess for specific
target groups such as Aborviginal wo.nen and
women from non-English speaking backgrounds.

April 1989: Lmplementation of service provision
and data collections and revised ADP system for
HACC Program financial managemen.

15 August 1989: Budget for 1989-90 HACC Ser-
vices, $248.9 million and HAGC Allowances, $32.5
millior,.

25 September 1989: Work commenced at the

Social Policy Research Centre on a Benelmrarks

Study for the Department ol Conmumity Services
and Health o provide an acconnt and critical
appraisal of methodologies emploved overseas
and in Australia to determine appropriate benceh-
marks for the provision of community services for
frail clderly, for people with disabilities, and for
carers of both groups,

Residential Care for Older People

January 1989: New recurrem funding for nurs-
ing homes and hostels allows for greater equity
and Hexibility in the nse of resources by propri-
ctors and administiators and  gives them  the
freedom to borrow funds and 1o use entry contei-
butions. “This will significamtly enhance financial
protection of service users and increase the flex-
ibility and management vesponsibilities of service
providers.
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8 February 1989: 'I'he users’ vights paper ' Still
an Individual, by Chris Ronalds - was released.
Accompanying the velease there were national
consultations. auring Febrnary and March, com-
prising public meetings in capital cities, Townsville
and Alice Springs. and a phone-in. In addition,
300 written submissions were received,

29 March 1989: 1he Minister for Housing and
Aged Care anmounced he would address the tirst
meeting of the Hostel Ontcome Standards Steer-
ing Committee, The Commiittee was set_up 1o
advise on siandards and quality of care in aged
persons’ hostels, wavs of monitoring standards,
and means of taking effective action where stan-
dards are not met.

April 1989: 'I'he Dementia Grants Program was
expanded.

3 May 1989: "I'he Minister tor Housing and Aged
Care anmonnced policy on the resourcing of small
musing homes, including permanent extra fund-
ing for small homes in renote focations (redefin-
ing ‘remote’ as 50 km or more from an existing
home by the shortest, all-weather route) and tor
specitic gronps such as etmic groups and Aborig-
nes. Funding induded $8m towards bailding new
facilities or expanding existing ones (imcluding
some private ones), and special financial wrang,
ments to assist the vestructring of other small
homes over a gradual tramsition perviod to Janwary
1992,

15 June 1989: 7he Aged o Disabled Persons Homes
Amendment Act was  passed. This introduced
improvements to planning and approval arrange-
ments for hostels and veplaced previous adminis-
trative arvangements with legislative regulations.
By gazetting the maximum number of hostel
places tor each State and region and by using a
system of Approvals-In-Principle (A1Ps) for all
new approvals, and re-approvals for existing hos-
tels, better management of overall numbers of
hostel places should be achieved.

June 1989: New respite care arrangements were
invroduced for hostels with the aim of planning
respite care on a regieval basis consistent with the
long-term planning target. Gurent respite care
subsidy will be paid to persons reguiving respite
care in hostels. Personal care subsidy plus a sup-
plement will be paid to those requiring a higher
level of care.

1 July 1989: New arrangements for nursing
homes were imtroduced to provide and encourage
imcreased usage of vespite care to assist the trail
aged 1o vemai longer in the commmmity. The
long-term planning target is for two respite places
in nursing homes per 1000 people aged 70 and
over. A supplement for respite care residents in
approved respite care places will be payable, linked
1o the standard inbrastructuare cost component.
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July 1989: The Government allocated  $2.75m
over three vears to develop an in-service training
package designed to assist all nursing and personal
care staff to meet the Government’s: Ontcome
Standards for Nuvsing Home Residents, Professor
Alan Pearson of Deakin University's Institite of
Nursing Rescarch is developing the package and
its implementation strategy.

4 July 1989: Following the paper. I'm Still an Indi-
vidnal. veleased in Febrnary, a tinal veport titled
Residents' Rights in Nursing Homes and Hastely was
released. This report vetlects the comments o a
farge cross-section of the community and confirms
the findings of the first discussion paper about
vesidents, their isolation and boredom, lack ot con-
ol over their own lives, and lack of information
about cire and services.

11 August 1989: "I'he Minister for Housing and
Aged Care mmonnced Federal Government fund-
ing for a special Validation "Therapy Project to
enhance service training for nursing and personal
care staft in nursing homes. An allocation was
made of $77 500 for a national series of Validation
“Therapy workshops to be run from 2 April 1990,
15 August 1989: ‘Ihe Budget for 198990 tor
nursing home subsidies and domiciliary care ser-
vices was announced at $17 1.7 million.

4 December 1989: "I'he Minister for Housing and
Aged Care wmounceed Federal Govermment
grant of $114000 ina full vear with $11000 estab-
lishment costs for a User Rights Advocacy Service
to protect the rights of people in nursing homes
and hostels. This is one of the first steps in imple-
menting the recommendations of the User Rights
Report.

15 December 1989: The Minister for Housing
and  Aged  Care  anmownced  grants totalling
$435 193 for the renewal of equipment and tor
repairs and maintenance in dav centres for the
aged troughout Australia.

20 December 1989: Cabinet approved an alloca-
tion of $2.75m for training in non-government
nursing homes following the release of the report
In-Service  Training in Non-Governmenl Nunring
Homes,

Assistance for People with
Disabllities

January 1989: ‘Iraining allowances for clients of
the Commonwealth Rehabilitation Service amder-
taking sponsored vocational training were reduced
to achieve consistency with the Department of
Emploviment, Education and Training allowances
which provide additional assistance to people with
disabilities.

March 1989: Standing Commitiee  of” Social
Weltare Administrators and the Council of Social




Wellare  Ministers noted  complexity, overlap,
duplication and gaps in disability services across
Australia.

12 April 1989: "T'nc Minister for Community Ser-
vices and Health approved a new fimancing strat-
cgy under the Disability Services Act (DSA), o
commence from | July, after Australin-wide con-
sultations with cousumers and service providers.
$15mis to be provided to bring existing services
mto line with the DSA. Procedures are 1o be devel-
oped for assessing services, and strategies devised
to meet the standavds of the new legislation. All
grants made 10 new  services require  formal
contracts with service providers, including the
specification of outcomes for clicnts of the service.
April 1989: The first mecting of the Workivg
Party to examine Activity Thevapy Centres con-
vened to ook atissues rekuting to the vansition of
Adctivity ‘Uherapy Centees from prosevibed' S 13 10
‘eligible” $.10 status of the DSA. The adequacy of
existing eligible service tvpes 1o meet the needs of
consumers was also addressed.

May 1989: Relcase of the veport Ay Investigation of
the Measuvable Nalue Provided by the Commoneealth
Rehablitution Sevowce, carvied out by Dr Jolm ).
Beggs, Centre for Economic Poliey Rescarch, Aus-
tralian National University. Tt found that the
govermuent recoups 82.25 for v v dollar spent
on rehabilitation in the form o< ane tax patid on
additional income  from veda. dependence
on social security,

June 1989: "I'e Office of Disability moved from
Svdney to Canberra. A ten vear strategic plan is
being developed.

28 June 1989: 'U'he Community Sevvices and Health
Legistation: Amendment Act, No. 95 of 1989 was
passed. 1t contained wansitional funding arvange-
ments for 38 msing homes for people with
disabilities still covered by the Nursing Homes Assiy-
tance Act 1974, amtil that Act ceases 1o operate after
30 June 1992,

July 1989: Introduction of the first phase of the
Disability Information Svstem for Comprehensive
User Support (DISCUS): a nanagement informa-
tion system for the Disability: Services Progrinm
which will give ready access to financial informa-
tion, planning data and progress in the implemen-
tation of the Disability Services At

4 September 1989: Relcase of report of aveview
commissioned by the Minister for Community Ser-
vices and Health in July 1988 10 examine the
adequacy and effectiveness of existing services and
funding avvangements for the blind. As a vesult of
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this review, ovientation and mobility services for
the blind and visually impaived will continae to
receive Commonwealth funding under the Dis-
abled Services Adt.

18 October 1989: I'he Minister for Community
Services and Health announced special awards 1o
be given 1o emplovers who assist people with dis-
abilities to enter the workforee,

Services for Families with Children

1 January 1989: A new income assessment arvange-
ment for fee velief for child ce conunenced.
March 1989: An Australian Burcan of Statistics
Survey of Commerdial Services was released.
Child care assistance within the Jobs. Education
and Training (JE'T) Program was commenced.
April and May 1989: ‘I'h¢ Multifunctional Abo-
riginal Childven's Services (MACS) program intro-
duced five day taining courses for staff in areas
such as - fimancial recording, acconmtability and
budgeting.

26 June 1989: ‘I'hc Minister for Conmmunity Ser-
vices and Health announced the formation of the
Children’s Services Program National Advisory
Committee, 1o advise the Minister on the provision
of child care. The first meeting was held in Gan-
berva on 27 June.

15 August 1989: The Budget for 1989-90,
$239.18m, up 8.9 per cent on the previous vear.
It introduced inereases and indexation in the fee
veliet svstem for long day care and for operating
subsidies for centre, family day care and occasional
are.

23 August 1989: ‘I'lic Minister for Community
Services and Health and the Minister for Agricul-
ture and Rurval Affaivs announced tha Svdnev's
Flemington Markets were 1o pioneer Australia's
new industry-based child care program. As part of
the National Child Care Strategy the Common-
wealth asked industry 1o contribute towards the
cost of child care. Emplovers imerested were invit-
ed toapply for Commonwealth funding to operate
child cave facilities for their emplovees. Costing
will he shaved three wavs: users' fees in accordance
with fee velief guidelines: Gonmmonwealth fee
relief up 1o a ceiling of $73.50 per place per week;
and emplover contribution 10 cover the balanee.
The cost for emplovers is expected to be no great-
er than $30 per place per week before rax., redue-
g tono greater than $20 per place per week after
tax. The facility would be exempt from Fringe
Benefi Tax.
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Health — 1989

Compiled by Lynn Sitsky
Social Policy Research Centre

Drug Abuse Prevention

February 1989: Australia signed the United Na-
tions (UN) Convention Against Hlicit Traftic m
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in
Viemnu.

March 1989: Adoption of the Natiomal Health
Policy on Alcohol by the Ministerial Council on
Drug Strategy.

April 1989: Launch of the National Campaign
Against the Misuse of Pharmacenticals.

May 1989: The Minister for Commumity Services
and Health anuonneed that the next major brog
Oftensive campaign would be targeting voung
women and smoking with a view 10 reducing
smoking in people aged 12=24 vears,

15 August 1989: Budget for drug abuse redue-
tion for 198990 $32.07m, np 12 per cent on the
previous vear.

15 November 1989: "I'hc Minister for Community
Services and  Health annonneed  that the: New
South Wales Soccer Federation was 1o join the
Drug Offensive with a two year, $80000 sponsor-
ship deal.

28 December 1989: 17 Smoking and Tobacco Prod-
ucls Advertisement (Profubition) Act, 1989, AYINRTR
passed.

Environmental Health Standards

28 February 1989: ‘I'hc Minister for Community
Services and  Health amionneed  a grant of
$880 000 hreast caneer serecning evitluation and
cervical cancer projects over the nest (wo vears.
Projects will be conducted in South Australia and
New  South  Wales, the  Anstralian - Capital
‘Yerritory, the Northern ‘Ferritory. Victoria and
Queensland.

8 May 1989: The Minister tor Comunmity Ser-
vices and Health, ammonnced funds tor medical
research, including tor the establishment of an
cnvironmental tosicology research unit.

May 1989: A sccond amendment made 1o the
National Health and Medical Research Councils’
Food Standards Code as a basis for action by States
and Ferritories 1o amend their food legistation.

A dralt national strategy for responding to the

health implicnious of the greenhouse etfea is
being developed throngh the National Health and
Medical Research Council. “The Australian Radia-
tion Laboratory has also developed vadiometers to
miap ok UV radiation levels around Australia
and is conducting a sirvey of the levels of natu-
vally occurring radioactive gas radon in Australian
homes.

June 1989: Australian  Radiation Laboratory
announced a maaonal survey of mammographic
cquipment to assess vadiation doses delivered dur-
ing nannmography.

National Health and Medical Research Council is-
sued a document outlining the basis for Australia’s
rachiation protection standards.

15 August 1989: Budget for cnviromuental
health studies for 1989=90 $6.12m, up 58.1 per
cent on the previous year.

AIDS |Acquired mmune Deficiency
Syndrome)

4 April 1989: "I'he Minister for Communmity Ser-
vices and Health anmouneed the expansion of the
AIDS television and cinenn advertising campaign
aimed at young sexiilly active adults.

15 August 1989: Budget for 1989-90 $105.3%m,
up 381 per cent on the previots year.

28 August 1989: Launch of national education
program on AIDS targeting ethuic groups.

29 August 1989: The Minister tor Community
Services and Health veleased the National 1HIV/
AIDS Strategy. the Government's Policy Informa-
tion Paper (White Paper) on AIDS. 1 has six key
clements: education: prevention; treatmients care
and  conmselling:  access  and - participation;
research: and international co-operation. Funding
of $318.5m over the next tour years has been
provided 10 establish: - new National Media
Campaign: a new Commonwealth AIDS preven-
tion and education program: an merease in educa-
tion and prevention funding to the States; @ new
Commonwelth AIDS Workforce  Information.
Stndards and Exchange (CAWISE) Program 1o
enstre workforee iccess 10 AIDS information: and
HIV study grants to be cost-shared with the States.
Other intiatives include the expansion of testing
and counselling services at State levels the develop-
ment of guidelines tor testing patients priorv to sur-
gery: the introduction of mandatory testing tor
applicants for permanent residence in Awstrahiag
the establishment of anti-diseriminatory legiskation
by the States 1o provide redress tor HIV positive
people and then families and carers; and the
expansion of AIDS rescarch and attention to legal
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Women's Health Policy

April 1989: National Women's Health Policy,
developed by the Australian Health Ministers®
Subcommittee on Womenand Health, was umnched
by the Prime Minister. It was established as i cost-
shared program with five priovities: improvement
of health services for women; provision of health
mformation for women; rescarch and data collec-
tion en social and envirommental factors affecting
women's  health;  increasing
women in decision making ol health and health

cawe at all levels; and taining and education of

health cie providers.

Aboriginal Heaith

22 March 1989: A joiut release by the Minister for
Community Services and Health and the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs of the veport A National Abo-
riginal Health Strategy, prepared by the National
Aboriginal Health Strategy Working Party, Action
is 10 be taken in the areas of envirommental health
watters; education and waining programs for abo-
vighnal health workers; and the development of a
uniform systenm of aborviginal health statistics.

Migrant Health

22 March 1989: I'he¢ Health Ministers' Confer-
ence, Burnie, Tasmania. announced the upgrad-
mg of the migrant health sereening service for TB.
After voluntary registration migrants will be enti-
tled to free sereening, treatment and follow-up
services within two weeks ol arrival in Australia,
28 August 1989: Iic Minister for Community
Services and Health immounced specilic provisions
to improve access to community and health ser-
vices by people from non-English-speaking back-
grounds. Under the Government's Multicalunal
Agenda, $1.65m would be provided over three
vears to: implement a malticultoval imformation
rategy 1o improve information for ctlmic com-
Aunities ona vange of health and connnunity ser-
vices; undertahe amajor study ol the health stams
and needs of people Trom non-English-speaking
backgrounds; and 10 improve levels ol participa-
tionin Home and Gon numity Care services.

Communicable Diseases

May 1989: ‘I'hc Commmicable Discases Gomnit-
tee considered the tisne of immunisation against
hepatitis B, and concluded there was no justilica-
tion for mass immunisation in Australia.
Q
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National Better Heaith Program

4 October 1989: A veport, Compasition of Fouwds,
Australia, the fivst national information since 1938
on the nutritional composition of Australian foods
based on actal analvtical work, was released,

18 October 1989: ‘I'lic sccond and final veport of
the National Dictary Survey of Austealiam School
Children Aged 10-15 years was released. The
survey was conducted by the Depintment of Com-
mumity Services and Health in collaboration with
the Australian Council for Health, Physical Educa-
tion and Reerveation and financially supported by
Kellogg (Australia) Py Lid. Risk factors such as
obesity, hypertession and increased blood  fat
levels were identified in some childven i the
study.

Health Research

1 January 1989: Fhe Privacy Act, 1988 commenced
operation and contains Inlormation Privacy Prin-
ciples governing the collection, management and
use of personal information. It has potentiai for
significant impact on medical rescarch, especially
in the ficld of epidemiology.,

8 May 1989: ‘I'he Minister tor Commumity Ser-
vices and Health imnounced three-vear funding ol
$280m for medical research (a 23 per cent inerease
in spending by the National Health and Medical
Reseirch Council) wnder the Government's Sci-
ence and ‘Technology funding package. It aims 1o
expind general medical vescarch; establish an
envirommental toxicology rescarch unit; promote
new and extra rescarch in health problems such as
asthia, menopause and hypertension: esearch the
needs ol disadvantaged gronps such as aborigines:
stop tire hrain-chiain® o Australian vescarchers
leaving for overseas jobs: and npgrade cquipment.
29 May 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Housing and
Aged Care announced funding of rescarch by the
Natiomal Heart Foundation to set guidelines aimed
at reducing dewths of people at high risk from
heart discase.

15 August 1989: I'he anvual budget Tor health
rescarch was anmounced at $88.7 million.

5 September 1989: "The Minister for Community
Services and Health veleased a report of a commit-
tee chaived by Professor Chris: Selby-Smith of
Monash University which reviewed the role and
function of the National Health ‘Technology Aclvi-
sory Panel, established in 1982 10 evaluate the high
costof health techmology and advise on the
requirement for such technology. It recommiend-
e an expanded vole for the Panel, to include the
provision ol cconomic assessments and the consid-
cration ol worklovee impact and social aspects of
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new technology. 1t also recommended closer co-
operation with overseas assessiment bodies, par-
ticularly those in our geographic region.

921 December 1989: The Minister tor Community
Services and Health and the Minister for Industry,
Technology ind Commerce announced that the
vole of the National Acoustic Laboratories is to be
greatly expinded. The range of products and ser-
vices offered will be increased and the laboratories
will be mamaged as a modern government
enterprise.

International Health

15 August 1989: Budget for 198990 $7.69m, an
increase of 3 pei cent on the previous year,

13-17 November 1989. The Ninth Common-
wealth Health Ministers' Meeting was held in Mel-
howne and attended by forty Commonwealth
conntries. The theme of the meeting was *Commu-
nity. Approaches to Health Promorios and 1is-
sases Prevention’,

Therapeutic Goods

February 1989: An agrcement was signel he-
ween Australia and Sweden for co-operation in
drigg regulation with an emphasis on sharing the
pre-market evaluation of new drugs.

10 April 1989: Approval was given tor the build-
ing of a National Biological Sqndards Laboratory
in - Symonston,  ACT. Conctruction  was 1o
commence in july 1989.

Primary Health Care

March 1989: The Commonwealth Government
and the Royal Australian College of General Prag-
tinoners agreed om proposals 1o improve the
quality of primary care provided by wencral prac-
titioners. Gne proposal was the establishment of a
vocational register, 1o be iamtained by the Health
hssuramee Connnission. which will requive general
practitioners wiantimg aceess to higher fees to
undertake vocational training, continuing ednea-
tion and quality assurance. The proposals were
referred to a Senate Seleet Committee.

30 August 1988: ‘The Minister for Conmunity
Services and Health announced that the Govern-
ment had accepted all the recommmendations of the
Semate Select Commiittee on Vocational Registra-
tion of General Practitioners.

8§ October 1989: The Minister for Community
Services and Health announced that general prac-
titioners  who  became  vocationally  registered
would be cligibie for an 8 per cent increase i
Medicire f=os and rebates from 1 December ovey
and above the 5 pes cent increase for all generat

practitioners from 1 September. He said that gen-
cral practitioners who emrolled on the register
would also attract a further 3.9 per cent increase
duce 10 the fact that items in the new Medicare
Benefits Schedule did not correspond exactly 1o
items in the existing Schedle.
29 November 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Commmity
Services imd Health officially Lumched the new
rimary health care reforms and ammomeced than
almost 7000 general practitioners had ahready
applied 10 the new scheme which took effect from
I December,

Health insurance

28 June 1989: Comminity Serviees and Health 1egis-
Jation Amendment Act; No. 95 of 1989 came into
operation, It contained a number of changes with
implications for health insnrance. To protect the
clderly by shaving the cost of providing hospital
benefits equally between all - insured  persons,
inswrance funds with a Jower than average pavout
for benefits over i certain level will be required 1o
make a payment inte the re-insuriice pool. Assis-
tmee to those tunds with above average pavments
will be paid from the pool.

The Act established a Privime Health Insurance
Achministration Couneil 1o tuke over many of the
health insurance tunctions of the Department of
Conmunity Services and Health.

A new pathology services table was introduieed. 10
take effect from | Augast, saving $35m in outhays.
 also made arrangements for futare aerations
10 the table, 1 adequately compensate the industry
while at the same time removing the potential tor
fraud and overservicing. identificd by the Pathol-
ogy Services Advisory Committee,

I3 established new health benehitarangements to
encourage the use of day surgery.

1 September 1989: Mcdicare Benefits Scheditle
fees @part from pathology), increased by 5 per
cent adding $191m to outlays.

Pharmaceutical Ber.efits Scheme

January 1989: Pharmacerical Benefits Remun
eration. Tribunal (PBRT), (at ats Twelfth Tnquiry).
determined that remuneration 10 phavimacisis
should decrease from | February by 5 cems tor
ready prepared itenas and 8 cents for extempora-
neously prepared items,

1 April 1989: Clumge from biand 1o generic
pharmaceuticals led 10 a rednetion in price of 73
Lrands and the de-listing of 12 brands with a sav-
ing of $12m in outlays.

April 1989: 'T'he PBRT released its Report on the
Dita Base Inquiry begun in 1988,
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June 198%: After the PBREs Vhicteemth Inquiry
in May aund public heaving in June the Commen-
wealth submiited thai there should be no inerease
noremuneration,

June 1989 ‘the Federal Cowrt, following an
applicition by the Pharmacy Guild of Australia, set
aside the b and 8 cent reductions of the PBRT in
Jamary.

28 August 1989: PBR') .mnounced a decision for
areduction of $1.05 per vescription to take effeet
from 1 November.

24 September 1989: T'he ilinister for Housing
and Aged Care annonn od the cligibility ariteria
for the new Essential Phavinacy Allowance (EPA)
to be paid 1o pharmacists who: are at least 14 ki
(by road) from the nearest approved phariacy;
have a cliimable prescrption volume of no more
than 15000 pa: and are apen at least 20 hours
per week, The allowance, worth around $12000
p.a. is to be phased in over 12 months with the first
installment payable 10 efigible pharmacists trom
I October 1989,

26 September 1989: 1 he Minister for Housing
and Aged Care announced that the Federal Gov-
crnmens and pharmacentical wholesalers hadl
agreed 1o celiminate surcharges on higher cost
medhcations i the Pharmaceatical - Benefts
Scheme (PBS) from 1 October. The Government
agreed 1o imerease the wholesader's margin on P8S
items above $45 by 3 per cent, from 10 per cent 1o

B3 per cent, i orvenum for the dropping of

sincharges.

1 October 1989: Pharmacewtical Benefits Schewne
changes due to come into effect.

5 October 1989: "The Minister lor Housing and
Aged Cave announced a dedsion 1o delay an
merease i the masinim patient contribution
mter the Pharmaceutizal Benelits Scheme, from
S to $12.Phis was 10 have been implemented on

Q
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I October 1989, but will now take effect from
L January 1990,

22 October 1989: The Minister for Conmunity
Services and Health immonnced that pharvmacists
would receive a flatrate ‘mark-up’ averaging
53 per centunder the new arvangements for phar-
macy renumeration, to take effect from 1 Novem-
ber, The flat-rate "mark-up’ of $4.20 would apply
to all B8 items dispensed after that date and
would replace the carrvent percentage mark-up.,
Anaverage payment of $4.55 per preseription
would result.

2 November 1989: New PBS package arvange-
ments for geneval consumers due 1o come into
effect (pensioners and concessional users to con-
tinue * 5 before),

17 November 1989: ‘t'he Minister for Housing
and Aged Cave welcomed the decision of the
PBR1 to bring forward its February 1990 hearing
to 29 November 1989 10 hem new evidence and
arguments on all issues of the remuneration of
pharimacists,

4 Decemnber 1989: PBR'T announced us decision
to hold amother inguiry into percentage mark-up
andh a farther survey of the costs of dispensing PBS
medication provided that pharmacists’ organisa-
tions would ¢nsure their members' cooperation in
asirvey and a veturn to the status quo existing
priov to 28 August 1989. A commitment by the
wajor parties was requested by 20 December.

Reciprocal Health Care
Arrangements

1 May 1989: A reciprocal health care arrange-
ment was signed with Sweden to allow access 1o
health care services for short-term visttors. Such
arvangements alveady exist with the United King-
dom, New Zealndh, aly and Mala,
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Employment and
Training — 1989

Compiled by A. Scott Lowson
National Institute of Economic and Industry
Research

Trade Training

12 April 1989: Mcusures 1o improve equity in the
trade training svstem were announced in the April
Economic Statement and the accompianying state-
ment Clmproving Australia’s Training System’
From 1 July 1989, an additional grant of $1000
would be  payable under the Commonwealth
Rebate  for  Apprentice  Full-Time  “Fraining
(CRALT) to employers of apprentices assessed as
disadvamaged in the Labour mark e This arvange-
ment o consistent with the provisions under the
Australian Traineeship System and was seen as a
first step towards possible imegration of the 1wo
schemes.

15 August 1989: 1'ac 1989-90 Commonwealth
Budget provided $129.7m for trade training.

Training Policy

12 April 1989: Reforms 1o dhe country’s training
system were outlined in a stiement, “lmproving
Australia’s Training Systean” which was released by
the Minister for Fmplovment, Education and
Training. The aim of the reforms was 1o increase
the flexibility and skills of the workforee and 10
open up training and job opportunities 10 the
disadvanmaged. Initiatives announced in the state-
ment included  measiees: 10 improve equity in
apprenticeships: 10 enconrage more  disadvan-
taged groups to enter the job market: for the
development of skills imd competenev-based triin-
ing; for curviculbnn development and expansion
of Training Services Australia and Group “Frain-
ing Schemes, It was amonneed that the Com-
monwealth would  consult with State/ Tervitory
Governments and industry parties on the estab-
lishment of a Tripartite National Training Board
1o be responsible for promoting consistent mation-
al standards and acereditation arvangements for
training. The establishiment of a National Othee of
Overseas Skills Recognition was also announced. A
major theme of the statement was o concern witk
the quality, vather than quantity of training.

RIC

Recognition of Migrant Skills

12 April 1989: The Minister for Employment,
Education and Training and the Minister for
Immigration, Local  Government and  Ethnic
Affairs announced a commitment 1o reform the
recognition of overseas skills. Initiatives would
include: establishment of a4 Natonal Office of
Overseas Skills Recognition in the Employment,
Fducation and ‘Training portfolio: administrative
reforms in the Tradesmen's Rights Regulation
Act: encouragement of State initiatives: and im-
proved access 1o bridging and remedial education.
26 July 1989: A new advisory body, the National
Advisory  Commitice  of  Skills  Recognition
(NACSR), was announced by the Minister for
Fmploviment, Fducation and “Fraining. The Com-
mittee would work closely with State authorities,
professional associations, higher education institu-
tions and TAFE authorities to implement strategy
to reform the svstem for recognition A skills and
quadifications. NACSR would absorh ¢ functions
of the Couneal on Overseas Professional Qualifica-
tions (COPQ).

3 November 1989: A dctailed Ministerial statement
‘Migrant Skills: Improving Recognition Processes’.
outlining the Government’s overseas skills strategy
and its importance to Australia was released by the
Deputy Prime Minister on behalf of the Minister
for Emiployment, Education and Traming. "The
strategy, to maximise the recogniticr of migrams’
skills, would be implemented  avgely: by the
National Office of Overseas Skills Recognition and
overseen by NACSR. The Government wow.d
commit $7m over the following three vears 1o the
strategy in addition 10 its commitment of up 1o
$2.8m in the curvent vear to assist migrant profes-
sionals through bridging programs.

Wage Subsidy Programs

12 April 1989: 1t was annonnced in the Apsil Eeo-
nomic Statement that the peviod tor which wage
sttbsidy was pavable und JOBSTART would he
reduced froue 26 10 20 weeks from | May 1989,
15 August 1989: JOBSTART received an alloca-
tion of $8L0OmM in the 1989-90 Commonwealth
Budger, a $15.7m inerease on the  HI88-8Y
expenditure level. The anticiprated  significam
increase in outlavs vetlects inereased activity under
the NEW-START and JET iaitiatives and addi-
tonal places announced in the Budge: for the
older anemploved.

Commonwealith Employment Service
4 May 1989: I'he Minister for Employment, Edu-

cation and Training and the Minister for Employ-
ment and Education Services announced amajor
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restructuring of the Commonwealth Employment
Service (CES). The restructuring would coneen-
trate on upgrading services to assist the young and
the disadvantaged and to increase interaction with
ndustry, especially in relation o industey training.
As part of the Government's changes to Labour
narket and traming programs aimed at achieving
greater participation,  skills. employment  and
social justice, employment and training pilot proj-
cats for the unemploved over 55 years ol age
would be implemented: qualityving periods and
cligibility criteria for the disabled and older unem-
ployed would become more flexible; aund partici-
pants in ihe New Enterprise Incentive Scheme
would be provided with improved support. In
addition, 20 new Yonth Access Centres would be
established, special client wnits will be set up in
CES offices 10 help the especially needy in the
labour macket, and industry units will be estab-
lished in CES offices to assist the meeting of local
cmplovment and training needs.

Au-tralian Traineeship System

28 May 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Emploviment,
Education and "Training released the resnlts of a
survey by DEET o former trainees under the
Anstralian Traineeship System (A'TS). The survey
found that 87 per ceut of teainees nnder the A'FS
were in employiment three months after complet-
ing  their waineeship. Disadvantaged  tainees
(those with disabilities, migrants, Aboriginals and
the long-tevm uncemploved) demonstrated a0 79
per cent cmplovment vate. The Minister an-
nounced that the A'TS wainee intake in 1990
would be 20-25000.

15 August 1989: ‘The 1989-90 Conmmounwealth
Budget provided $51.6m for the Australian
Traineeship System, ‘Traineeships under the A'T'S
were provided for 13600 people in 1988-89. "T'he
planned figure for 1989-90 was 17000, rising to
25000 by 1992-93.

Employment and Training for
Women

20 July 1989: Action for Women: A National CES

Strategy for Women was released by ihe Minister for

Employment, Education and “Training. The object
of the strategy is to redress injustice and discrimi-
mation confronting women in emplovinent and
training. ‘The strategy would aim at: the avoidance

of occupational and educational stereotyping of

women by the CES; the publicising of CES services
benefitting women; the encouragement of women
to use the CES for caveer and occupanional infor-
mation; and the raising ol commmmity - and
employer awareness by the CES of problems con-
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fronting women in employent, education and
taining.

15 December 1989: I'he first Annual Report of
the Australian Women'’s Employment Strategy was
released. detailing advances in women’s role in the
workforee, education and training. "The Strategy,
developed co-operatively through a nationwide
working party on women in the Lkibour market
from the Department of Labour Advisory Com-
mittee and co-ordinated by the Women's Bureau
outlined progress in the preceding 12 mouths
against strategy goals. Commenting on further
rescarch into women’s emplovinent ind taining,
the  Minister for Emplovment, Education  and
Traming said that industries 1o be studied as pant
of the Women's Research and Emplovinent Initia-
tives Program would include clerical. touvisim, hos-
pitality, health, vetail, electronies and banking.

Assistance for the Older
Unemployed

15 August 1989: A package of measures 1o assist
the older unemploved was annonueed in the
198990 Conmmonwealth Budger, "the package, at
acost of $10m a vear, included a combination of
measures concerning income support and labour
market programs. These include improving access
to training programs by reducing the quabifving
minimum period of unemplovment for people
aged between 55 and 64 years,

Community-based Programs

15 August 1989: I'he 1989-90 Commonwealth
Budget provided $86.2m for Skillshare, compared
o expenditnre of $60.3m in 1988-89. "T'he
merease in funding reflected an inercase in the
take-up of Formal raining Allowinee and the
full-vear effect of the integration of conmunity-
based functions nnder the Skillshare program.

Employment and Training for
Aborigines

15 August 1989: The [989-90 Commonwealth
Budget provided $108.7m for Aboriginal employ-
ment and training.

Employment and Training for People
with Disabilities

15 August 1989: It was anunouunced in the 1989-
90 Commonwealth Budget that a sevies of pilot
projects investigating the best means of assisting
people with disabilities into the workforee wonld
he wndertaken over the next 12 months, ‘T'he
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measure, at a cost of $2m i 1989-90, follows the
work on disability by the Social Security Review
and the Disability Task Force.

JOBTRAIN

15 August 1989: ‘T'he 1989-90 Commonwealth
Budget provided $105.8m for JOBTRAIN, a 28
per cent real increase over 1988-89 funding. The
funding reflected inercased  places for groups
assisted under the JET and NEWSTART initia-
tives and also for the older unemploved as
announced in the Budget.

Social Justice Strategies

15 August 1989: The Federal Govermment's
Strategy for Young Australians, the vouth social
justice strategy which was foreshadowed in Octo-

ber 1988, was jointly released by the Minister Tor

Fmployment and Education Services, the Minister
for Social Security and the Minister Assisting the
Prime Minister lor Social Justice. The strategy
identified a package of initiatives. costing $100m
over four vears, in the areas of: housing, income
support, labowr market assistance.  education,
health and aceess 10 services. With regard to
Labonr marker assistance, the initiatives included: a
number of changes 1o the operation of Job Scarch
Allowance, additional places for vouth on fabour
market programs, inereased co-operation between
the Commonwealth  Emplovinent Service and

Department of Social Securvity, and $10m- over

four years for a new program to assist. disadvan-
taged young people gain access to labour market
programs. Budgetary clements of the Strategy
were set out in Towards Social Justice for Young Aus-
tralians: 1989-9G Budget Statement.
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Education — 1989

Compiled by A. Scott Lowson
National Institute of Economic and Industry
Research

Higher Education Contribution
Scheme

I January 1989: "T'he Higher Education Contribu-
tion Scheme (HECS) was introduced  from this
date. Details of the HECS had been announceed in
the 1988=89 Commonwealth Budget.

Funding For Tertiary Institutions

10 February 1989: The Minister for Emplov-
ment, Education and “Fraining made public the
Government’s intention to establish i special ‘Task
Foree 1o advise it on the allocation of resources to
amalgamating  institutions, "Fhe  Government
wounld allocate $218m for this purpose in 1990 and
1991,

23 April 1989: The ‘Task Force on Amalgama-
tions in Higher Education recommended tha the
Government approve building and  equipment
projects exceeding $290m in 1990 and 1991, "Fhis
world bring the capital program for [989-91
trienninin to more than $500m. The Minister for
Lamploviment, Education and Training also an-
nounced that an additional $2 b would be provid-
ed 1o amalgamating institutions from the National
Priority (Reserve) Fund.

3 May 1989: “I'he Minister for Employimem, Edu-
cation and Training said that wniversities and col-
leges would receive $3.4m as part of the expanded
Higher Education Equity Program. "The initiatives
1o inerease pacticipation in- higher eduction of
those not traditionally  vepresented  comprised
three types of equity grants: assistance 1o institu-
tions 1o trial small scale innovative initiatives into
nainstream activities and 1o provide reduced-cost
extra child cave places for needy students.

Rural Education

7 April 1989: ‘A Fair Go: The Federal Govern-
ment's Strategy for Ruval Education and "Training”
wis liinched jointly by the Minister for Employ-
ment, Education and "Fraining and the Minister
tor Primary Industey and Energy. Specifie educa-
tion measures anonnced as part of the Striegy
inchided:  establishiment of cight new  Distanee



Education Cenwres; a veview of agricultuval and
refated education in universities and  colleges;
and modifications to progrinms such as Austudy and
schools capital grants 1o beuer meet the special
needs of rural students,

Rescarch in Higher Education
10 April 1982: I'he Smith Committee Report

reviewing higher education vesearch policy ‘was
released by the Minister for Emplovinent, Educa-
tion and “Training. T'he Minister endorsed the two
principles vecognised by the Committee as para-
mount in determining higher education rescarch
policy: vescarch funds should be allocated com-
petitively, and the allocation of rescarch funds
should be based on explicit eriteria, publicly adver-
tised and applicd openly and consistently. Recom-
mendations in the Report inclided $65m over the
following three vears 1o higher education institu-
tions to vedress identified serious inadequacies in
rescarch infrastructure support and  rescarch

training; an increase in the number and value of

Commonwealth Postgraduate Research Awards:
doser ties between industry and higher education
nstitutions; and the introduction of a new funding
model for the unified national svstem in the
remainder of the T989-91 triennium.

May 1989: Substantial increases in allocations for
rescarch and the support of postgraduate students
were announced ina statement, *Research for Aus-
tralia: Higher Education’s Contribution', released
by the Minister for Employment, Education and
Training, T'he Statement. formulated in the con-
text of the Government's more general policy
statement “Science and “Technology for Australia’,
inchuded the allocation of $978m over the follow-
ing five years throngh the Australian Research
Council (ARC). The allocation for the 1990-1999
higher education tiiemiinm would be $562m:;
$108m 10 develop and maimtain vesearch infra-
strncture inhigher education institutions; $3ha to
the ARC over the triennium as increased support
for postgraduate vescarch students; almost $3 1m
in 1990 to provide research scholarships; and
$0.5m in 1990 for 30 industry vescarch schokur-
ships. The National Board of Employment, Edu-

cation and “Training would initiate a review of

library services in colleges and universities and
Postgraduate Awards would ahnost double in
value.

14 May 1989: Grants amounting to $1.76m to
establish a further ten Key Centres of “Teaching
and Rescarch in universities, colleges and insti-
tutes of technology weve announced by the Minis-
ter for Employment, Education and “Tvaining.
Centres would be established in strategic arcas
such as industrial velations, materials technology,
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cconomic geology, computer science and strategic
nanagement. Fach Centre would veceive $176 000
for the curvent year and be supported for six years
subject to a performance review after three years.
12 September 1989: Dctails of the $105m 10
upgrade and develop research infrastructure an-
nounced in the May statement ‘Research for Aus-
tralia, were veleased by the Acting Minister for
Employment, - Education and - “Fraining.  “The
amonnts allocated in 1990, 1991 and 1992 would
be $25m, $37.5m. and $45m respectively. By 1992
general funding for higher education would reach
$3.4bn annually with direat funding for vescarch
and research naining exceeding $200m 4 year, a
doubling of divect resourees for vesearch in only
three vears. Other features of the new rescarch
infrastructure program induded: consideration of
a new computing network linking all higher edu-
cation institutions in- Australia and, ultimaeely,
with institutions overseas; and the requirement
that from 1990 onwards institutions obtain not less
than $5m (in dollar for dollar matching funds)
from other sources.

Curriculum Development

16 April 1989: Development of a national cur-
riculim framework was one point of agreement
reached at a meeting of State, Tervitory and Com-
monwealth Education Ministers in Hobart. With
the exception of Queenskmd and New South
Wales, Ministers agreed to establish a national cur-
riculum: company 1o co-operatively develop the
curriculiom for Australian schools. "T'he Gommon-
wealth would provide $15m over five years for the
company.

Funding and Policy for Schools

16 April 1989: A Declaration on Schooling was

signed by State, “Tervitory and Commonwealth
Fducation Ministers attending an Australian Fdu-
cation Council meeting in Hobart. ‘The meeting
had been convened to consider issues avising from
the May 1988 statement on schooling and pro-
duced a4 commitment o improve  Australian
schooling within a framework of national collabo-
ration. "This commitment entailed agreement: 1o
develop anational curviculum frimework; to im-
prove the quality of teaching; 10 move towards a
common school starting age: and on the adoption
of "T'en National Goals for Schooling.

22 June 1989: Releasing a discussion paper on the
proposed funding scheme for schools after 1999,
the Minister for Employment, Fducation and
Traiming affirmed the Government's comminment
to a needs-hased funding scheme. Grant levels for
the vears after 1992 would be maintained at not
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fess than their 1992 levels in real terms, Since the
imtrodnction of the enrrent tunding scheme in
1984, Federal Government Grants 1o schools had
inercased 40 per cent in veat terms. The discussion
paper wonld provide a hasis for consultation with
State Governments, the non-government school
sector and the Schools Conncil of the National
Board of Employment, Edncation and Training.

General Student Assistance

16 April 1989: The Minister for Employment,
Edncation and ‘Training ammonnced the innrodne-
tion of measires 1o rednee the abnse of Anstudy:
establishment of  Benelits Control Units; - the
amendment of the Students Assistance Act 1o
increase penalties: and the reguirement ot addi-
tional docnmentation from applicants. The first
major activity of the Benetits Control Units, a
sirvey of 6000 tertiary students receiving Ansindy
in 1988, showed over 1000 had received incorrect
payments.

25 July 1989: Revised procedures for the in-
creased monitoring of Anstudy recipients were
annonnced by the Minister for Emplovment. Edn-
cation and Traiming. "These would ftarther veduce
the incidence of frand and overpavment.

Multicultural Education

23 May 1989: ‘The Minister for Finplovment.
Edncation and  Training  annonnced  finding
totalling $344 000 tor 12 new projects nnder the
Multienttaral and Cross-cultural Supplementary
Program (MACSP), a component of the Govern-
ment's National Policy on Lamgnages.

6 June 1989: Grunts amonnting 1o $9.5m 10
expand langnage edication were announced by
the Minister for Emplovment, Edncation and
Training as pant of the 1987 package to implement
the National Policy on Lamgnages.

18 June 1989: T'he Minister for Emplovment,
Fcdncation and Training annonnced the establish-
ment of the Languages Institnte of Anstralia
(1.1A). The Institute wonld be funded from the
Kev Centres of ‘Teaching and Rescarch Program.,
and programs of the National Policy on Languages.
The Anstralian Advisory Connal on Langnages
and Maltientonal Edncnion (AACELAME) had been
asked 10 co-ordimate a review of kimgnages in

higher edncation which wonld become a project of

the LIA. The Instimte would offer national
leadership and gnidince on kmgnage edncation
issnes and practical support for imguage educa-
tion across Anstralia,

10 December 1989: Dctails of the major review of

modern langnage teaching in universities and
colleges of advanced edncation, which had been

foreshadowed in jime, were anmonneed by the
Minister for Employment, Edncation and “rain-
ing. ‘The review was expected 1o be completed by
Febrary 1991,

Aboriginal Education

25 May 1989: Ihe Govermment granted more
than $ 1 1o support Aboriginal langnage teaching
and maintenance under the National Policy on
Languages. The Minister tor Employment, Ednea-
ion and Training ammounced 53 grants which
would enable the wtraining of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Iskanders to weach and maintain their
Langnages.

15 August 1989: Establishment of an Aboriginal
Education Strategic Initiatives Program was an-
nonnced in the 1989-90 Commonwealth Budget
as part of "T'he Federal Government's Strategy for
Young Australians’. The Program wonld com-
mence on | Jamiary 1990, wonld replace existing
Aboriginal education programs, and wonlkd aim
primarily 10 raise corvem levels of Aboriginal
participation in education. A suoplementary aim
wonld be to increase the mvolvement ot Aborigi-
nal people in edncational processes as teachers and
in other processes. The Budget allocated $6.4m 10
the Program in 1989-90.

26 October 1989: Details of a national Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy were
annonnced by the Minister for Emplovment, Edu-
cation and Training. Elements of the policy
included: gnaranteed triennial fanding and meas-
wres 1o increase the participation of” Aborigines in
edncation as students, teachers and achninistrators.

Overseas Students

25 May 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Emplovment.
Fducation and Training said that despite changes
to overseas stndent policy from 1990 (whereby all
overseas sdents, with the exception of scholar-
ship holders, wonld be requived to pay the full
costs of their conrses) exchange stndents on genn-

-ine reciprocal programs wonld be unattected. "This

exception reflected the Government's beliet than
exchange  programs  shonld provide the same
opportinities for Anstraliun stndents 1o study
overseas as for overseas sindents to study in Aus-
malia. The Government also wonld co-operate
with State and “Territory Governments to review
the registration of organisations promoting stu-
dent exchinges,

30 August 1989: New processing arvangements to
ensure that bona fide overseas sindent applications
(those having a gennine commitment o retrn
home after stndving in - Anstralia)  would  be
speedily processed, were annonnceed by the Minis-
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ter tor Immigraiion, Local Government and Eth-
nic Atfaivs and the Minister for Employiment,
Education and ‘Trvaining. Criteria had been estab-
lished for assessing the 25000 applicants tor
English ainguage courses from Chinae A special
application tee of $160 would be levied onall pri-
vate overseas students wishing to study l-'nglis'h n
Australia. From | Lanuary 1990 all institutions
approved to teach ‘English to overscas students
would be required to have established a means off
guaranteeing the provision of services tor which
students had paid. "Those with more than 20 per
cent of students overstaving visas would have thar
accreditation reviewed by the Department of
Emplovient, Education and Training,

19 December 1989: I'hc Minister for Employ-
nent, Education and “Praining saomowniced  new
procedures to assist overseas students. They will
no longer be vequired pre-pay tees until they are
assessed as having a good clumee of being granted
a visa,

22 December 1989: ‘Ihe Government had ap-
proached Qantas and the International Develop-
ment Program of  Australim Universities and
Colleges (1DP) vegarding the establishment of
Australan Education Centres (AEC)  overseas.
The Minister for Emploviment, Education ard
Training said the fivst six were expected toopenin
March 1990 in Bangkok. Hong Kong. Jakarta,
Kuala Luwr:pur. Singapore and “Tai Pei, and in
Sconl in July that year. Japan, China and Suva
were also being considered. The AFECs would
improve the availability of veliable informtion
and counselling alout Australian education and
training opportuaities.

Women in Education

21 July 1989: "F'he tivst veport ina Higher Educa-
tion Series, to be prepared by DEET, tocussing on
charactevistics of the higher education student
population, was veleased by the Minister tor
Employiment. Education aad Training. The veport
showed that for the second successive year women
represented ¢ the majority in Austrabian Inglu-l cdu-
cation institutions. Enrolment of women in higher

education had increased by a thivd in the five years
to 1988, including increasing envolments in non-
traditoual ficlds. By 1988, the munnber of women
studying engineering had increased five-fold ina
decade. Women also comprised an increasing pro-
portion of Australia’s postgraduate students.
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School Retentlon Rates

15 August 1989: ‘The 1989-90 Commonwealth
Budget provided $2m to encourage students in
selected schools to complete Year 12 under the
Students at Risk Program which was aimounced as
part cf “T'he Federal Government’s Strategy for
Young Australians’.

Social Justice Strategies

15 August 1989: “the Federal Government's
Strategy for Young Australians’, the youth social
justice strategy which had been toreshadowed in
October 1988, was jointly released by the Minister
for Employment, Education and ‘Training and the
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Social
Justice. ‘The strategy identified a package of initia-
tives, costing $100m over four years, in the arcas
of housing, income support, labour market assis-
tance, education, health and access to serviees.
With regard 10 education,  specitic initiatives
included: improvement o the administration of
Austudy and Abstudy; establishment of an Abo-
riginal Education Stategic Initatives Program,:
funding tor hostels for isolated studems: and
developiment of strategies to increase the second-
ary retention rates of those students deemed most
at visk of leaving early. Budgetary elements of the
Strategy were set out in Towards Social Justice for
Young Australians: 1989-90 Budget Statement.

Aslan Studies Development

1 November 1989: I'he Minister for Emplov-
ment, Education and ‘Training veaftivmed the
Governwent's strong commitinent to the expan-
sion oi Astan Studies in schools and higher edu-
cation stitutions  with  the annonncenment of
funding tor a number of measures 1o support
Asian Studies. ‘These measures were additional to
resources alveady provided by the Depinrtiment o
fund increased intakes to Asia-related  courses:
$2.3m in 1989, vising 1o $5.5m by [992.

Environmental Education

16 November 1989: An cuvironmmental education
strategy was launched by the Minister for Employ-
ment, Education and ‘Training 1o encourage chil-
dren to become actively involved in environmenral
sues at a practical level.

<8
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Family Law — 1989

Comrpiled by Margaret Harrison
Australian Institute of Family Studies

Spousal Maintenance

July 1989: "f'he Family Law Council Discussion
Paper on Spousal Maintenance was published.
The paper discusses the definition, functions, pur-
poses and frequencey of spousal nintenance ar-
rangements. {t was prepared becanse of renewed
interest in the topic, in line with the move towanrds
privatisation of post-separation support. and the
requirement that maintenance and property com-
ponents of orders and settlemems be idemitied
and quandcd. so that pension entitlement s
casily ascertainable.

The paper inclades the vesults of several surveys
into the incidence of spousal maintenance. and
concludes that it is awarded ravely because. the
potential - paver  has no means,  imadeqguate
resources are available atter child maintenance is
taken care of, or support is not needed after a
property setlement has been made. However, dit-
ferent praciices were identitied in ditterent Family
Court vegistries, with Brishane and Melbourne
making non-consent orders at the rate of abont 10
per month, and other states vavely making any at
all.

‘the paper contains a useful section on the inter-
relationship of maintenance and property, and
concludes with a series of questions on the civeum-
stimces in which spousal naintenance might be
awarded.

Chlid Maintenance

October 1 1989: e Child Support (Asessment) Act
came into operation, having been introduced into
Federal Parliament on | June.

‘the Act applies only prospectively, in velation to
children born afier 30 Seprember, theiv carlier
born siblings. or children whose parents separated
after that diue.

The Act requires the Child Support Agency 1o
assess child maintenance initially, and hability is
determined by application of a formula based on
the taxable imcome of the non-custodial parent for
the financial year preceding the year of assess-
ment. The figure so obtained is then increased by a

ERIC
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tactor vellecting inflation tor the appropriate peri-
od. In some circumstances, the income of the cus-
todial parent is also velevan,

Nou-custadial parents are allowed an amount of
formula free income (called the selt-support com-
ponent) which, if there ave nonew children froma
suhsequent  velationship, s equivalent o the
annual single vate of pension. "The amount of the
component increases considerably once there is a
new child, and takes into account additional new
children. There is no exemption for a step-child,
and no account is taken of the fact that a new
partner may be unemployed.

Once the custodian applies 1o the Agency the for-
mutha is applied, deducting the selt-support com-
ponent from the non-custodial parent’s income,
and applving the velevant percentage according to
the number o children for whom child support is
pavable. "these percemages range from 18 per

cent for one child 10 36 per cent for five or more,

They are based on estimates of the costs of child-

raising. with account being taken of particular

expenses incurred by single parent families.

The formula operates in respect of income up to
two and a hall thmes average carnings (abowt
$62 500 per vear). The Actallows for a number of
variations to the formula to cover situations where
there is split or shaved custody, or the children are
living with someone other than the parents.
Non-pensioners nay niake pn\.uc arangomnents
with the other parent by registering ancagreement
on child support maters with the Child Suppon
Ageney. Registration makes  provisions of the
agreement enforceable as it they were consent
orders. Custodians in veceipt of pensions may reg-
ister their own agreements, but these must allow
them to receive 75 per cent o their formula sup-
port tigure in cash,

Appeals mav be made on the ground thar an
incorrect assessient has heen made. that adminis-
tative assessment  should  be  departed  from
because of special drannstances which involve a
substanzial veduction in the capacity of either par-
ent o provide proper child support: aftect the cost
ol maintaining the child; or. where the usual
assessinent procedure would vesult m e unjust
and inequitable determination.

The assessed amount of child supportis reviewed
cach year and will vary it the axable income on
which the relevant percentage s applied varies

Access

December 28 1989: 7he Family Law Amendment Aet
relating 1o access entorcement was assented o, I
came into operation in Janmuary, 1990,

<6



Immigration — 1989

Compiled by Elizabeth Weaver
Bureau of Immigration Research

Migration Act
31 March 1989: ‘The Minister for Immigration

announced the end of the existing points selection
system for migrants in the Independent and Con-
cessional category. A new "floating passmark’ pro-
cedure was scheduled 1o begim on | July 1989, The
Minister emphasised that no applicants would be
disadvantaged by the change in procedure.

19 June 1989: "I'he Migration Legislation Amend-
ment Act 1989 received the Royal Assent. The Act,
the Government's legislative  response 1o the
Report of the Committee to Advise on Australia’s
hmnigration  Policies (CAAIP), represents  the
most comprehensive reform of immigration legis-
lation in the past thivty years. The Minister stated
that it is & major milestone in Australia’s immigra-
tion histery. removing the ‘guesswork’” on who
could or could not enter, ind stay, in Australia,
The new Bill provides for Regulations which
establish the eriteria governing the entry 10 Aus-
tralia of people in cach visa class and mtroduces a

statutory system for the independent review of

certain migration decisions.

29 June 1989: 1t was announced by the Govern-
ment that as from 1 July 1990, Working Holiday
Makers who wish to stay on in Australia as perma-
nent residents on occupational grounds will need
to apply inder the Employer Nomination Scheme
category of the migration program. Up until now

these intending vesidents applied for a Grant of

Residential Status (GORS).

19 December 1989: 'I'he amended Migration Act
and its new Regulations were implemented. ‘The
package of legistation is designed to tighten man-
agement of the immmigration program and provide
greater equity in reviewing migration decisions.

Citizenship

26 January 1989: The 40th anniversary of the
cor mencement of the Awstralian Citizenship Act
1948 — the Prime Minister wrote to every house-
hold i Australia encouraging all those eligible to
acquire Australian citizenship to do so. The official
launch was followed by an intensive media adver-
tising campaign and the establishment ot a 008
wll-free telephone line to answer  citizenship
enquiries.
Q
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Bureau of immigration Research
1 May 1989: A Burcau of hnmigration Rescarch

was arcated to provide an independent, objective
amd  professional vesearch  capability. Dr john
Nicuwenhuysen was appointed foundation Direc-
tor. Core staffing numbers between 40 and 50
officers of the Australian Public Service will e
augmented through the use of consultants, second-
ments from other government bodies or the private
sector, or visiting academies. As well as its in-house
activities, the Burean will commission external
rescarch. A budget of $1.5m in 1989-90 and $2m
in subsequent years will be available for conmis-
sioned research.

Pa~senger Processing

June 1989: ‘T'he hmmigration Records and Infor-
ntation System MK2 (IRIST1), a redeveloped sys-
tem aimed panticularly at speeding the issuing of
visitor visas, and supplying vital data about migra-
tion processing, was installed in Singapore. A fur-
ther 24 installations are plned.

immigration Policy

4 June 1989: Following unrest in China, the Goy-
crnment anmounced that citizens of the People’s
Republic of China who are normally resident in
the Republic, but legally temporarily rvesident in
Australia, will be permitted to remain here until
31 July 1990 on the same temporary stay basis.

Refugees

14-15 June 1989: Australia participated in the
international Conference on Indochinese Refu-
gees, held umder the auspices of the UN Seervetary
General in Geneva, at which it joined other coun-
tries in endorsing a Comprehensive Plan of Action
designed to achieve a durable solution to the prob-
lem of the Indochinese outflow.

Population Trends and Prospects

12 January 1989: hmmigration is likely to contrib-
ute more to Australia’s population growth thun
natural inerease, if present immigration levels con-
tinue over the next five years. This was one of the
major conclusions of Population Trends and Pros-
pects 1988, are amual report prepared by the
Department of Inmigittion. Local Governmment
and Fthnie Affairs. The Minister, Senator Ray,
said the report highlighted the continuing impor-
tance of immigration to Australia’s futire econom-
ic and social growth,
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Migrant Services

17 January 1989: ‘The [988-89 Grants in Aid for
Migrant Settlement Services, designed particularly
to benefit women, refugee groups and isolued
groups of new arrivals, were announced. ‘The
scheme  helps  non-Goverminent  organisations.
including ethnic community groups, to set up and
operite wellare-related services to assist migrant
settlement in the commuuity, In 1989 the grants
were worth a total of $7.928m.

16 June 1989: ‘I'he Minister anmonnced the intro-
duction of a new grants scheme 1o assist the
scttlement of migrants in Australia, to be called
the Migrants Access Projects Scheme (MAPS) with
a proposed budget of avound $700 000,

26 July 1989: T'he Federal Government an-
nounced that it will make major improvements to
the Adult Migrant Fducation Program (AMED)
which provides English-inguage training to newly
arrived migrants, Priority status within AMEY will
be given to migrants for up to five years from the
time of their arrival but with emphasis on opportu-
nities to lern English in the first three vears.

Recognition of Overseas Skills

13 April 1989: ‘T'he Fedeval Government an-
nounced the beginning of major refarms to the
system for assessing overseas qualitications in Aus-
tralia. Responsibility for assessing overseas skills
will be transterred from the Department of Innmi-
gration, Local Government and Ethnic Attairs to
the Department of Employment, Education and
Training and a new National Ottice of Overseas
Skills recognition will be established.

Immigration Review Tribunal

8 September 1989: 'I'hce Minister anmounced the
foundation panel for the Immigration Review '1'ri-
bunal which was established by the Government as
part of its new approach to the review of immigra-
tion decisions. The “Tribunal vesults from the
Migration Amendment Legistation Act 1989 which
provided fora new two-tier mechanisin for review-
ing immigration decisions.
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Housing — 1989

Compiled by A. Scott Lowson
National Institute of Economic and Industry
Research

Local Government and Community
Housing Program

January 1989: A mijor study of the Local Gov-
crnment and Community Housing Program, part
of the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement
(CSHA), was completed by Purdon Associates Pty
Ltd and National Shelter. The study assessed how
successfully  the  Program  met its  objectives,
clunges to the Program arising from the Report
would be implemented from 1989-90.

Ministerial Advlsory Committee on
Housing Access

20 February 1989: Fstablishinent of an Advisory
Committee on Housing Access was announced by
the Minister for Housing aud Aged Care. The
Committee would examine housing aceess tor low
to middle inconie carner wad  disadvaataged
groups, and was established in response 1o the
1988 report on housing policy from the National
Comniittee on Non-Govermnent - Qvganisations
for the International Year of Shelter tor the
Homeless,

Housing Summit

3 March 1989: A :pecial Premier's Conference on
Housing was held in Canberva. The meeting
tocussed on the issues of Lud availability, zoning
and the supply of skilled Eabour and included a
Commonwealth ofter to sell i munber of tacts of
smrplus Conmonwealth kaind for housing.

7 June 1989: I'he Minister tor Administrative
Services anmounced details of the Commonwealth
land offered to the States for housing as a result of
discussions tollowing the March Housing Sununit.

National Housing Policy Review

I May 1989: The first Background Paper pre-
pired tor the National Housiug Policy Review,
established in June 1988, was issued. Fhvoughout
the year six Background Papers were released
covering: housing allowances. home ownership,
the provision of private rental accommadation,
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finance of public housing, home purchase assis-
tance, and shared ownership.

Commonwealth-State Housing
Agreement and Loan Council
Bc rowing

18 1 'ay 1989: An allocuion of $1010m in
Conmi awealth funds for housing under the
Comm  wedth=Ste  Housing  Agreement in
TOBO-9¢ as announced at the Premier's Conter-
ence. Th Minister for Housing and Aged Care
also anno ced proposals for major structural
changes 16 e incovporated in a new [0-year
Commonwealth=State Housing Agreement. ‘The
proposed changes included: inereased State con-
tributions 10 nach Conmonwealth funds, meas-
wres to increase home ownership assistance, and
establishment of a joint Commonwealih=State
planming process for housing. It was agreed at the
Premier's Conterence that $310m under the State
Government Loan Council Program be converted
lrom loans 1o grants through the CSHA.

8 June 1989: ‘I'lic Minister for Housing and Aged
Care anmounced details of public consultations on
the proposed changes 1o the CSHA. An inlorma-
tion paper on the new CSHA was distvibuted by
the Minister.

30 October 1989: Further details on the new
Hhyear CSHA were mmouneed by the Minister
for Housing and Aged Care. Legiskuion tor the
new Agreement would be introduced into Parlis-
ment in November,

Rental Housing Trusts Subsidy
Program

May 1989: A new Commonwealth inititive to
increase the stock ol privite rental honsing was
announced with the ofter by the “Treasurer 1o sub-
sidise expansion of the Rental Property “Trvust in
New South Wales over the five years from [989—
90. Similar ofTers o the other States were fore-
shadowed and subsequemly detailed on 21 June
1989,

Homelessness

14 June 1989: Commonwealth and State Weltave
Ministers agreed ata meeting in Canberra on a co-

Q
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ovdimated and co-operative approach 1o the issues
raised by the Human Rights and Equal Opport-
nity Commission’s Inquiry into Youth Homeless-
ness (the Burdekin Report).

15 August 1989: I'lic 1989-90 Counnonwealh
Budget included a number of measures to address
the issue of youth homelessness. ‘T'he measures,
inclucling in 1989-90 an additional $10m for cer-
tain CSHA programs and an additional $2.5m
under the Supported Accommodation Assistance
Program, werve detailed in “T'he Federal Govern-
ment's Strategy tor Young Australians'.

6 December 1989: ‘I'he Minister for Housing and
Aged Care presented the Federal Government's
response o the recommendations miade by the
Burdekin Report.

31 December 1989: ‘I'ic Minister lor Housing
and Aged Care, ina statement on vouth homeless-
ness, suggested a Community Accord” as an
approach 1o the problem.

Aboriglinal Rental Housing Program

2 August 1989: Increased tunding tor the Abo-
riginal Rental Housing Program was announced
by the Minister tor Housing and Aged Cave. "I'he
increase we nld see total Program funding of $91m
m 1989-90.

Crisis Accommodation Program

8 August 1989: Allocation under the CSHA ot an
addivonal $13m for the Crisis Acconmmodation
Program - as announced by the Minister for Hous-
ing and Aged Gare. This would bring total tund-
ing of the Program in 1989-90 10 $39m.

Mortgage Relief
15 August 1989: A onc-oft allocation of $1-4.8m

to the States 10 provide reliet tor low 10 moderate
income home purchasers who face detault on their
home loans was announced in the 1989-90 Com-
monwealth: Budget. ‘The funds would augment
existing funding of the Morgage and Rent Reliel
Scheme under the CSHA.

28 September 1989: ‘I'lic Minister for Housing
and Aged Care announced details of the allocation
ot the additional funding for mortgage reliet
which bad been amnounced in the Budgedt.
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List of Acronyms

AACLAME Australian Advisory Council on Languages and Multicultural Fducation

AEC
AIDS
ALFS
AlP
AMED
CAAIP

CAWISE

CES
COPQ
CRAFT
CSHA
DEET
DISCUS
DSCH
DSA
DSS
I'PA
FAS
FISP
GORS
HECS
Ibp
IRIST
JET
ISA
LIA
MACS
MACSP
MAPS
NACSR
PRRT
SPRC
TiP
YACs
YHA

Australian Education Centres

Acquired Immune Deficiency Sydnrome

Australian Institute of Family Studics

Approvals-In-Principle

Adult Migrant Education Program

Committee to Advise on Australia’s hnmigration Policies
Commonwealth AIDS Workforce Information, Standards and Exchange
Commonwealth Employment Service

Council on Overscas Professional Qualifications
Commonwealth Rebate for Apprentice Full-Time ‘Training
Commonwealth=State Housing Agreement

Department of Enploymesic, Education and ‘I'raining

Disability Information System for Comprehensive User Support
Department of Conmunity Services and Health

Disability Services Ael

Department of Sociai Sceurity

Fssential Pharmacy Allowance

Family Allowance Supplement

Financial Information Service for Pensioners

Grant of Residential Status

Higher Education Comtribution Scheme

International Development Program of Australian Universities and Colleges
Immigration Records and Information System Mk2

Jobs, Education and “Training Program

Job Search Allowance

Langages Institute of Australia

Multifunctional Aboriginal Children's Services
Multicultural and Cross-cultural Supplementary Program
Migrants Access Projects Scheme

National Advisory Committee of Skills Recognition
Pharmaceutical Benefits Remuneration ‘Tribunal

Social Policy Research Centre

‘Telephone Information Program

Youth Access Centres

Young Homeless Allowance

31



‘ndex 27

Index

Aboriginal education 18 Communily Services and Health Legistation Amendment Act,
education policy 2, 18 No. 95 1989 9, 12
langaage teaching 18 Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement 23
strategic initiatives program 18 Crisis Accommaodation Program 23
Aboriginal Rental Horsing Program 23 curriculum developmenm 17
Aborigines
childven's services 9 day care centres tor the aged
cmployment and training 15, 18 grants 8
health 1 Dementia Grants Program 8
access to chiledven atter divoree 20 Disability Information System for Comprehensive User
Acquired Immune Deticiency Syndrome see A1DS Support 9
Activity * herapy Centres 9 disability services 8
Adult Migrant Education Program 22 Activity Therapy Centres 9
aged : cmployment assistance 5
Bereavement Package 4, 6 tinancing strategy 9
day care centres 8 disabled see people with disabilities
residential care 7 disadvantaged groups
residems’ vights 8 access to employment 5
User Rights Advocaey Service 8 domiciliary care services 7
Aged or Disabled Persons Homes Amendment Act 1989 8 funding 8
Aged Pensions 2 drug abuse prevention 10
income test 3 budget 10
AIDS 16 smoking 10
budget 10
education campaign - 10 education see abw higher edacation 16, 17
white paper [0 environment 19
alcohol 10 retention rates 19
Asian Studies 19 rural 16
Australian Education Centres 19 cnvironmental education 19
Aastralian Lnstitute of Family Studies 6 environmental health 10
Australian Traineeship System 15 environmental toxicology
Austudy I8 rescarch 10

Essential Phavmacy Allowance 13
Banks Code of Operation 5

Bereavement Package 4,6 Famity Allowance |
blind and visnally impaired cligibility 1
services 9 overseas vesidence |
breast cancer sereening 10 rates |
Bureau of lmmigration Research 21 review of recipients |
Family Allowance Supplement 1
cervical cancer projects 10 cligibility |
child care 9 tamily law 20
conmercial services survey 9 timancial counselling
tee reliet 1,9 tor pensioners
tor tertiary students 16 Financial Intormation Service lor Pensioners 4
tunding 4
mational advisory commitiee 9 greenhouse eftect
work based 9 health implications 10
Child Disability Allowance 3
child maintenance 20 health
Child Support Scheme 5, 20 Aborgines |1
cligibility 5,6 mtermational cooperation 12
legislation for Stage 2 6 ‘ report 1
Child Support (Assessment) Act 20 services for homeless youth 2
Child Support Evaluation Advisory Group 6 women'’s policy 11
children 9 health insurance 12
custody and access 20 health vesearch 11
dietavy survey 1) ftunding 11
Children’s Services Program National Advisory health technology 11
Committee 9 Hepatitis B immunisation 11
citizenship 21 higher education 16
Commonwealth Emploviment Service 14 cnvolment of women 19
Commonwealth Rebate for Apprentice Full-time tunding 16, 17
Training 14 rescarch 17
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Higher Education Contribution Schzme (HFCS) i6
Howr 2 and Community Care 7

HACC review 7

homelessness 23

hostels 8

management 8

respite care 8

standards 8

Hostel Outeome Standards Steering Committee 8
housing 22

access for low income carners 22

crisis accommaodation 23

for Aborigines 23

sale of Commonwealth land - 22

housing sunnmnit 22

inmmigration see also migrants, migrant services 21
temporary Chinese residents 21
Lnnnigration Review Tribunal 22

JET (Jobs, Education and Training) 4.5
child care 9

Job Search Allowance
activity test 4

rates |
JOBSTART 6, 14
JOBTRAIN 5, 16

Key Centres of ‘Teaching and Research 17

labour market programs see also training, and names ot
specific programs, for example NEWSTART,
JOBSTART, JOBTRAIN, JET
for older women 5
long term unemployed 2,5

language education 18
grants I8
teaching in tertiary institutions 18

Languages Institute of Australia (11A) 18

Local Government and Community Housing Program
evaluation 22

niaintenance (child) see child maintenance
maintenance (spousal) see spousal maintenance
medical practitioners
vocational register 12
medical research
funding 10
Mecdicare 12
Migrant Liaison Officer Program 4
migrants 22
health 11
recognition of overscas skills 14, 21
selection 21
Migrants Access Projects Scheme 22
Migration Legislation Amendment Act 1989 21
Ministerial Advisory Committee on Housing Aceess 22
mortgage relief 23
Multicultural and Cross-Cultural Supplenientary
Program (MACSP) 18
multicultural education 18
Multifunctional Aboriginal Children's Services
Program 9

National Aboriginal Health Strategy 11

National Acoustics Laboratories 12

National Advisory Committee of Skills Recognition 14
National Biological Standards Laboratory 12

National Campaign Against the Misuse of
Pharmaceuticals 10
National Clearinghouse on Peusioner Investment 4
Nationai Health Policy on Alcohol 10
National Health Technology Advisory Panel 11
National Housing Policy Review
background paper 22
National Women's Health Policy 11
New Enterprise Incentive Scheme 9, 15
Newcastle carthquake 5, 7
NEWSTA T 3,45
nursing homes
funding 8
in remote locations 8
respite care 8
nutrition
dictary survey of children 11
report 11

passenger processing 21
pathology services 12
pension and benefits see also under names of specific
pensions and benefits, for example, Carers Pension,
Sickness Benefit, Special Benefit
entitlements 3
income test 3
payment overscas 3
rates 2
taxation b
pensioners
financial information 4
investment counselling 4
taxation b
people with disabilities 8
employment and traiing 5,9, 15
vocational training allowances 8
Pharmaceutical Benefits Remuneration ‘Tribunal 12,
13
Pharmacewtical Benefits Scheme 12,13
Privacy Act 1988 11

radiation monitoring 10
reciprocal health care arrangements 13
with Sweden 13
refugees
international conference 21
rehabilitation services 9
report Y
value 9
rent assistance 6
cligibility 6
for ex-prisoners 6
rates 6
Rental Housing I'rusts Subsidy Program 23
reports and discussion papers
Action for Women: A National CES Strategy for Women
15
Better Income.: Retivement Income Policy into the Next
Century 2,5
Composition of Foods, Australia 1989 11
A Fair Go: The Federal Government’s Strategy for Rural
Education and Training 16
I'm Still an Indivndual: A Blueprint for the Rights of
Residents in Nursing Homes and Hostels: An Issues
Paper 8
Improving Australia’s Training System 14
An Investigation of the Measurable Value Provided by the
Commonwealth Rehabilitation Service Y

33




Index 29

Migrant Skitls: nproving Recognition Procewes 14 students
National Aboriginal Health Strategy 11 assistance |8
National Dietary Survey of Awstralion School Children 11 Australian FEducstion Centres 19
National HIVIAIDS Strategy: A Polics Information Paper from overseas 18, 19
10
Nutional Women™s Health Policy: Advancing Women's taxation 5
Health in Awstralia | Telephone Tnformation Program 4
Our Homeless Children | tevtiary institutions
Papulation Trends and Prospects 1988 21 funding 16 .
Research for Awstralia: Higher Educatron’s Contrdtion therapeutic gomds 12
17 trade wraining 14
Residents’ Rights in Nursing Homey and Hostels 8 training
Spowsal Maintenance: Diseriosion Paper 20 Aboriginal children's services 9
Towards Social Justice for Young Australienn 2, 16, 19 for nurses and per wmal care staft 8
residential care for the aged 7 in non-government nursing homes &
funding 7 medical practitioners 12
standards 8 policy 14
rural education 16 trade 14

women |5

school retention rates 19 uncniployed
schools 17 older people 2, 15
funding 17 Unemployment Benefit 3
national curriculum 17 administrative changes 3
Sickness Benetit assets test 3
rates 2 cligibility 3
Skillshare Program 15 cployment entry payment 3
Smoking and Tobacco Products Advertisement (Prohibition) fringe benefits 6
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